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“GRAFTED IN FAITH"™

1. As a child, when did your desire to be like one of your heroes help you to change and grow?

2. How does Paul's question in verse 11 relate to verse 1? What hope does he give in his answer?

3. In what ways would God's grace toward Gentiles break through the walls of presumption which the Jews
had built around God?

4. Up to now, Paul has been dealing with the Jewish believers' feelings of superiority over Gentiles. How does
his image of dough and of an olive tree deal with the other side of the coin (vv. 13-24)7?

5. What phrases indicate what the Gentile believers were thinking? What attitude ought they to have about
their acceptance by God? What difference, if any, is there between Jew and Gentile before God?

6. Why does Paul want his Gentile readers to be aware of God's plan (v.25)? Why would pride become a
danger for them?

7. How would you paraphrase God's purpose in verses 25-26 and 30-31? How would this diffuse tensions
between the two groups?

8. What is the ultimate hope for Israel (vv.26-27)? For Gentiles (v.32)? How does this tie in with Paul's teaching
in 3:21-247

9. How has arrogance between groups of Christians hurt your church experience? When have you shown this
attitude to natives and outsiders?

10. What modern illustration would serve as an equivalent to the grafted olive branch? Where would you fit
within this new analogy?

11. When a prodigal receives God's blessing and grace in their life, does that spur you on to seek God all the
more, or does it make you jealous (even upset)? Why?
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